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July/August  2009 

309 E. Spring Street 
New Albany, IN 47150  

 

Office Hours:  
Mon., Wed., & Fri.,  

9:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m.  
Office Phone: 944-7696 

Fax: 945-1234  
 

E-mail Address:  
centenaryna 

@sbcglobal.net  
 

Website: www.centenary-na.org 
 
Sunday  
Sunday School        9:00 a.m.  
Worship                 10:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday 
Bible Study              7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  
 Bible Study        10:30 a.m. 
Choir Practice          7:30 p.m. 
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Oh what people of God we ought to 
be, and grace can make us so.”   
  Francis Asbury 

Pastor’s Desk Dust cont. on p.11 

     Here we are—ready to start the  
second half of 2009. How has so much  
time expired so quickly? As you read  
this consider that we are on the  
downside of 2009 already. As you ponder the quick exit of 
time you may start questioning your success in achieving the 
objectives stated for 2009.  
     At the beginning of 2009 I felt challenged to lead the 
church in a series of studies on various “disciplines” of the 
Christian faith. I decided to use the list of disciplines as con-
tained in Richard Foster’s best seller entitled Celebration of 
Discipline. It was my vision that these sermons would inspire 
meaningful spiritual growth (formation) throughout the church 
family. Foster’s list consists of twelve disciplines. I was pre-
pared for a twelve week series of sermons and here we are at 
the end of June and have just completed the prolonged study. 
That means we surpassed twenty weeks with these sermons. 
Hopefully, you will remember and make the connection of all 
these sermons related to the development of spirituality. As a 
reminder, the list included the following: Meditation, Prayer, 
Fasting, Study, Simplicity, Solitude, Submission, Service, Con-
fession, Worship, Guidance, and Celebration. I encourage you 
to place this list somewhere that will remind you to practice 
each of these as aids to deepen your spirituality. 
     It has been a meaningful journey for me, and I pray that I 
am not the only one who has benefitted. Many of your com-
ments and reactions have indicated your interest in these areas. 
These practices, faithfully pursued, internalize the spiritual 
truths we are to live by and awaken us to the voice of Him 
who seeks to abide within.  
     There is one story I have repeated twice during this series, 
and it comes from a sermon preached by Rev. Grace Imathiu 
and published in her book Words of Fire, Spirit of Grace. The                                               
Sermon title is “Christ, the Inner Compass.” This story will be 
repeated here to illustrate the goal of spiritual formation. Prior  
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Centenary Food Pantry  
   Our Food Pantry is open on Tuesday 
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
   The food pantry served 475  people in 
April and 657 in May.  
    
   The food pantry is still in need of plastic 
bags. However, egg cartons are no longer 
needed.  
   A big thank you to K.T. Bug Nurseries for 
donating several vegetable plants for the 
food pantry to give out. Please show our 
appreciation by patronizing this establish-
ment. 

   
  
 
 
 

Christ’s Kitchen  
   Christ’s Kitchen provides a free meal 
every Sunday at 4:30 p.m. and every 
Thursday at 6:00 p.m.   
 
   Eleven local churches help provide the 
meals for people who are seeking 
fellowship and a meal. The member 
churches include Atkins Chapel UMC, 
Jacobs Chapel UMC, Northside Christian, 
Culbertson Baptist,  Centenary UMC, Stony 
Point Christian, Christ UMC, Parkway 
Southern Baptist Church, Canton Christian, 
and Faithpoint UMC. 
 
 In April Christ’s Kitchen served 1091 meals 
and 980 meals in May .�
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The Technology Committee is in need of funds to repair/replace the com-
puter generated visuals in the Sanctuary. Our system is getting old and is 
suffering from its old age with breakdowns, glitches, and burn outs. Sun-
day, June 14, you were very generous with your donation of $618. More 
is needed. Give a $1 or give $100 or more. If you write a check, please 
make it out to Centenary with the memo to the Tech. Committee. We 
will take any amount. You have been a very giving church in the past and 
will continue to be. Thank you so much. Your Tech Committee is here to 
serve you. 

FINANCIAL MOMENTS 
 
Below are the financial results for May and June, 2009.  In May, we covered expenses, with a $495.81 surplus.  For June 
with all expenses entered, and income shown through June 21, expenses are outpacing income by $2,430.64 with one more 
Sunday to try to breakeven.  Expenses for 2009 continue to be lower than 2008 by $5,340.37, which shows continued good 
stewardship of our money.  However, 2009 income continues to lag 2008 by $10,561.88, with the slow summer months 
upon us.  It is vital that we all continue to make our offerings even of we go on vacation.  The Church bills do not take a 
vacation, they just keep coming..  Total deficit for the year is already $10,912.85.  We need to improve 2009 income or 
again dip into our savings to help pay the bills. Remember to continue to honor God with your weekly tithes and offerings 
in 2009. 

 
 
Roger Ketterer 
Treasurer 

      MAY   YTD - 2009     YTD - 2008   

Budget Income (Through May 31) $13,479.10   $58,832.51   $65,276.90   

Budget Expenses (Through May 31)  12,983.29    67,314.72     70,572.81   

Budget Income vs. Actual Expenses          495.81 (8,482.21)       (5,295.91)   

  
 
  JUNE  YTD - 2009 YTD – 2008 

Budget Income (Through June 21)   $ 7,440.05 $66,272.56  $76,834.44 

Budget Expenses (Through June 30)      9,870.69     77,185.41    82,525.78 

Budget Income vs. Actual Expenses    ( 2,430.64)  (10,912.85)     (5,691.34) 
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WHEN: 
Sunday, June 28-Thursday, July 2, 2009, 6:00-8:45 p.m. 
A meal will be served from 5:00-5:45 p.m. each evening. 

 
WHERE: 

Trinity UMC, 2796 Charlestown Rd. in New Albany 
 

HOW: 
To register, go online at www.trinitynewalbany.org 

 
WHO: 

VBS is offered to children, ages three years old through 6th grade and is open 
to the entire Community! 

 
This event is being hosted by the New Albany Cluster of churches. If you are interested 

in volunteering (volunteers are always needed), see Lois Ketterer. 
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 A few of you vaguely remember this-I 
was 8, and I recall the shock and dismay 
that ran through our small community. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 On March 1, 1932, 18 month old 
Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr., son of the fa-
mous “Lone Eagle” who had flown the At-
lantic Ocean in 1927, was kidnapped from 
the family’s New Jersey estate. The series 
of events that followed turned the  
personal tragedy into a sideshow. 
 Swarms of police descended on the 
house-confusing the investigation and 
obliterating fingerprints. 
 A poorly written ransom note was 
found on the child’s nursery window, and a 
handmade  
ladder was found discarded on the ground. 
Three more ransom notes were received, all 
mailed from Brooklyn, N.Y. Publicity seek-
ers offered their  
services. Al Capone claimed he could find 
the baby-once he was released from jail! 
 A Dr. John Condon, advertising as a go-
between under the name of “Jafsie” made 
contact with a man called “Cemetary 
John.” On April 2, 1932 Jafsie gave 
Cemetary John $50,000.00, in exchange for 
a note telling of the child’s whereabouts. 
Cemetary John slipped away with the 
money, but the baby could not be found. 
 The baby was discovered on May 12 in 
a woods located only four miles from the 

Lindbergh estate. 
 The entire nation was shocked by the 
crime. Congress immediately passed the 
Lindbergh Kidnapping Law, allowing the 
FBI to enter the case. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 Nothing happened until September 
14, 1934, when an alert gas station atten-
dant recognized a serial number on the 
ransom bills and wrote down the cus-
tomer’s license plate number. Seven days 
later a 35 year old German ex-convict, 
Bruno Richard Hauptmann, who living in 
the U.S. illegally, was arrested. Nearly 
$14,000.00 of the ransom money was 
found in his apartment, along with Jaf-
sie’s phone number and a board matching 
the homemade ladder. 
 Hauptmann’s trial was held in Flem-
ington, N.J. It received world wide atten-
tion. Thousands of sightseers came to the 
courtroom for guided weekend tours. 
 Hauptmann was found guilty. He was  
sentenced to death. He maintained his in-
nocence, but he was electrocuted on April 
3, 1936. Many feel that the complete 
story has never been told and so much has 
remained unsolved. 

Charles Lindbergh 

Arrest of Richard Hauptman 
on September 21, 1934 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Centenary Church: 
   Thank you for your recent pledge of $355.00 and your continued support. Because of 
the generosity of your church family, Interfaith Community Council is able to be an 
extension of mission of the Church. Along with financial contributions, we work side 
by side with our church volunteers to provide a wide array of services, making a differ-
ence in the lives of men, women, and children every day.                                                                             
Sincerely, 
                Christine Harbeson 
                                                                          Executive Director 
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Why Lincoln Stood 
 

   When it came time for the pastoral prayer 
at the church Abraham Lincoln attended, 
the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
in Washington D.C., the stood 
up. Because most of the  
worshipers remained seated, 
someone asked him why he 
stood. The president responded, 
“When my generals come into 
the Oval Office, they stand for 
their commander-in-chief. Isn’t it proper 
then, that I stand for my Commander-in-
Chief?” 

The Greatest Honor of All 
 

   One of the greatest American preachers in the 
19th century was the Episcopal minister of 
Trinity Church in Boston. His talent was so ap-
preciated that he was chosen to be a bishop of 
the Episcopal Church. 
   When the honor was bestowed upon him, he 
received many letters of congratulations, all of 
which he surely appreciated. One letter, how-
ever, he cherished more than the others. It read: 
“Dear Dr. Brooks: I am a tailor in a little shop 
near your church. Whenever I have the opportu-
nity, I always go to hear you preach. Each time 
I hear you preach, I seem to forget all about 
you, for you make me think of God.” 
 That heartfelt letter caused the brilliant pas-
tor to respond: “I had rather carry the memory 
of that tribute to Kingdom Come than all the 
bags of gold you can drag through the streets of 
the city.” 
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A follower of Jesus traveled the world, spreading the Good News of Christ. While in 
Athens, Greece, he saw an altar with an inscription that read “To an unknown god.” 
Who was the follower? 
 
A. Mark 
B. Peter 
C. Paul 
D. Luke 

Answer:  : C (See Acts 17:23-26, NRSV.)  
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A Church Garden 
 

First, plant five rows of peas: 
 Presence 
 Promptness 
 Preparation 
 Purity 
 Perseverance. 
 
Next to these, plant three rows of squash: 
 Squash gossip. 
 Squash criticism. 
 Squash indifference. 
 
No garden is complete without turnips: 
 Turn up for meetings. 
 Turn up with a smile. 
 Turn up with new ideas. 
 Turn up with determination to make 
    everything count for something good 
    and worthwhile. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT OF UNITED METHODIST MEN 
UNITED METHODIST MEN –  

CELEBRATING 1OO YEARS OF MEN’S MINISTRY 
 

Our annual Mother’s Day Luncheon was another great success with 43 people attend-
ing.  Bob Hill was an excellent speaker.   
 
We had 165 people, 42 from Centenary, attend the Louisville Bats baseball game on 
Friday evening, June 19.  Thanks to all that attended. 
 
Also during June we collected ketchup and macaroni & cheese for the Floyd County 
Youth shelter.  Thanks to everyone who donated any items.  The kids will have plenty 
of ketchup and macaroni & cheese for a while. 
 
On July 11 at 6:00 p.m., we will have our annual Ice Cream Social in Calvary Hall. 
Music will be provided by the Centenary and Main Street UMC choirs.  If you would 
like to donate cookies or ice cream, (homemade preferable), please 
sign-up on the sheet in the narthex.  This is always a lot of fun, plus 
you get to eat a lot of desert.  A freewill offering will be taken to fund 
our two missions programs for the year, the Floyd County Youth Shel-
ter, and Personal Counseling Services.  Please come out and help sup-
port our mission work. 
 
Mark you calendars now for our Church picnic which will be a combined event with 
Main St.  It will be on Sunday, August 9, after church in Calvary Hall.  Bring your fa-
vorite dish.  The UMM will furnish the bread, meat, and drinks.  We will have bingo 
for the adults and games for the kids.  A freewill offering will be taken to cover ex-
penses. 
 
 
 
Saturday, September 12, at 9:00 a.m., we will have a breakfast meeting to plan for the 
Harvest Homecoming parade food booth. 

 
Remember, this is YOUR United Methodist Men's group.  It is not the same without 
YOU. 

 
LET’S GET MORE ALIVE IN 2009  
 

��������������  
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Liturgist Greeters Ushers 

July 5 
Phil Asher 

Mary Ann Sollberger 
Annis Wiseman 

Jamey Aebersold 
Harold Kron 

July 12 
Libby Mattson 

Bob Wells 
Carolyn Wells 

Roger Ketterer 
Lois Ketterer 

July 19 
Marie Vass 

Roger Ketterer 
Lois Ketterer 

Bob Wells  
Carolyn Wells 

July 26 
Roger Ketterer 

Blanche Allen 
Betty Hall 

Stephanie Bensing 
Wandajean Bary 

Aug. 2 
Bob Wells 

Beth Nickelsberg 
David Nickelsberg 

Carl Platt 
Nancy Platt 

Aug. 9 
Stephanie Bensing 

Wandajean Bary 
Marie Vass 

Betty Hall  
Marie Vass 

Aug. 16 
Bobbie Baird 

Bob Hansford 
Sue Hansford 

Mel Johnson 
Harold Kron 

Aug. 23 
Ron Mattson 

Mary Ann Sollberger 
Harold Kron 

Marion Kemper 
Mary Ellen Craddock 

Aug. 30 
Lana Aebersold 

LaVon Harbison 
Vickie Casey 

Bob Hansford 
Sue Hansford 
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Methodist Mountain Mission Truck 
Will be making a pick-up at the church on 

Wednesday, July 1, 2009. 

Items needed: 
Women’s summer clothes, Linens (towels, wash-
cloths, sheets, blankets, comforters, pillowcases, 
curtains), Dishes and Pots and Pans, Knick 
Knacks, Good Usable Furniture, Other Household 
Items, Material, Underwear, Purses and Shoes. 
 
Also, due to rising fuel costs, they could really use 
monetary donations to help pay for the trucks to 
make their rounds. Donations can be mailed to: 
Methodist Mountain Mission, P.O. Box 888,  
Jackson, KY 41339 
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to sharing her story, here is some informa-
tion about her. 
     I met Grace at the 2008 Congress on 
Evangelism and in her book she wrote the 
following note, “For Matthew, so good to 
know you! God bless you, with love, Grace 
Imathiu.” Rev. Imathiu is a clergy member 
of the United Methodist Church in Kenya. 
At the time this book was published she 
was under appointment as the lead pastor of 
Green Bay First United Methodist Church 
(yes, in Wisconsin, USA) and pursuing her 
Ph.D in New Testament at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. She grew up in the city of Nairobi; 
and received her education in Kenya, the 
U.S., Israel, and at Cambridge. She has 
pastored churches in Kenya, Washington, 
Ohio, Tennessee, and Wisconsin. As the 
featured preacher at this conference, her 
messages were inspiring. This story about 
“The Inner Compass” illustrates the objec-
tive of spiritual formation.  
 Rev. Imathiu tells about her decision to 
contract with a personal trainer to help her 
lose fat, tone up, and slim down. When she 
met this professional trainer, she asked, 
“Can you make me look like you?” The 
trainer said, “Yes” so she signed up. The 
trainer gave her some reading and home-
work to do. After a while she determined 
that shaping up was more than right attitude 
and the right outfit; it was hard work. Then 
one day she decided that she was paying to 
get hurt so she told her trainer; “I could do 
these things without you.” He responded, 
“Yes, you could, and when you get your in-
ner compass, you will not need me. When 
you get your inner compass, you will 
choose to eat right and exercise all on your 
own.” 

     She concludes that the difference be-
tween a religious person and a spiritual 
person is the difference of being guided 
by an external compass and an internal 
compass. She says that we become ad-
dicted to external compasses, and it be-
comes a matter of crossing T’s and dot-
ting the I’s; having very little to do with 
loving God or enjoying God’s company. 
In her words, remaining dependent on ex-
ternal compasses (many of which are 
valuable in leading us to develop the in-
ternal compass) is “as crazy as driving 
from Green Bay to Chicago and running 
into a sign that says “Chicago,” and you 
get out and pitch your tent by the sign 
thinking you have arrived...you should 
never fall in love with the signpost and 
abandon your journey.”  
     As she says we are too dependent on 
outward compasses. They can become an 
end and not a means. They become false 
gods. And then she reminds us that Jesus 
says that the sheep know their shepherd. 
The Holy Spirit is the inner compass 
which writes the law of God so that we 
walk towards God even when it is pitch 
black, so that we know the direction com-
ing from within us.  
     That is her story, and it speaks well to 
what we have been doing during the first 
half of 2009. Now let us move even 
deeper into spiritual growth and become 
even more engaged with “The Trustwor-
thy Inner Compass” for life; and, remem-
ber this: “He is no fool who gives what he 
cannot keep to gain what he cannot 
lose.” (Jim Elliot) 
     To you from the dust that gathers on 
my desk,                           Billy 



Centenary United Methodist Church 
309 East Spring Street 
New Albany, IN 47150 

The deadline for submitting newsletter articles  
is the 15th of the month before publishing. 
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