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Oh what people of God we ought to
be, and grace can make us so.”
Francis Asbury

“Confession” is a disciplinessential in

“discipleship growth.” The word “confession g .
Pastor's
Desk Dust

may refer to a personal or corporate statem
of beliefs. It may also refer to a “testimonial
about one’s faith or moral formation (growth). Most uggddowever, it is a
reference to faith and moral lapses, including temptatibbat are being con-
fronted. This is the concept | wish to address indHisle. There is a certain

air of being uncomfortable in the church about sharing shoftcomings.

Other movements, some of which are auxiliary to the chuaeh hecome fo-

rums for confessionals. One’s Church is seldom considerieel & safe harbor

as a confessional outlet. Confession begins witlcknaaviedgment to God.
Other times the support and helpful interpretation by the bhiancecessary.

For sure, our full participation in God’'s new creation Igedong journey.
Confession is what keeps the doorway open with God.

To understand the nature of confession, it is good to étirbasic foun-
dational beliefs about confession. It is imperative Weatemember the com-
passionate nature of God. Read th&Bdalm. David based his penitent
prayer on the “steadfast love” and “abundant mercy” ad.@ohn 3:16-17
statesfor God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten, so that eve-
ryone who believes in Him may not perish but may have eternadhtifeed,

God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in beder t
the world might be saved through Him.

In 1 John 1:8 & 9 after stating th&twve say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not idoisn quickly assures his readers that
if we confess our sins, He who is faithful and just will forgs@ur sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousnegss the psalmist reflects on the goodness
of God he claimshe Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abound-

ing in steadfast lovéPsalm 103:8)
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Centenary Food Pantry

Our Food Pantry is open on Tuesday
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

The food pantry served 347 people in
February and 658 in March. On March 31
the pantry served 60 families (a new re-
cord)!

The food pantry is in need of quart-size %
plastic zip-loc bags. Also, don’t forget to
save the travel size soaps and shampoos %
from hotels.

Christ’s Kitchen

Christ’s Kitchen provides a free meal % &

every Sunday at 4:30 p.m. and every , /
Thursday at 6:00 p.m.

Eleven local churches help provide the
meals for people who are seeking !
fellowship and a meal. The member /
churches include Atkins Chapel UMC,
Jacobs Chapel UMC, Northside Christian,
Culbertson Baptist, Centenary UMC, Stony
Point Christian, Christ UMC, Parkway
Southern Baptist Church, Pekin UMC, and

. . 64
Faithpoint UMC.
P 44
In February Christ’s Kitchen served 884
meals and 1110 meals in March .
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Interfaith Community Council’'s 5th Annual
“Community Links” Charity Golf Tournament will be
held on Monday, May 18, 2009 at Hidden Creek Golf
Club, 4975 Utica-Sellersburg Rd. in Sellersburg. This
annual fundraiser continues to benefit the many pro-
grams that Interfaith provides such as Family Services,
RSVP (Retired & Senior Volunteer Program), Dial-A-
Care Telephone, Snack Attack Café, and Youth Devel-

opment Services. Registration starts at noon with lunch.
1 p.m. shot-gun start, dinner buffet at 5 p.m., and O
awards ceremony at 5:30 p.m. The fee is $99/person or

$396/team. For more information, contact Luke

McConnell at 948-9248. Si gn_Up

FINANCIAL MOMENTS

Below are the financial results for March and April, 200®@March, we covered expenses, but barely. For Aprii alit
expenses entered, and income shown through April 19, expartpesed income by $3,810.85 with one more Sunday to
try to breakeven. Expenses for 2009 are lower than 2008 by $&88Which shows continued good stewardship of our
money. However, 2009 income is lagging 2008 by $7,452.99, whiittitely is a sign of the continued tough economic
times and our aging congregation on fixed incomes. Tefadit for the year is alread10,361.60. We need to improve
2009 income or again dip into our savings to help pay the Biemember to continue to honor God with your weekly
tithes and offerings in 2009.

MARCH YTD - 2009 YTD - 2008
Budget Income (Through March 31) $13,825.50 $33,767.47 $42,276.25
Budget Expenses (Through March 31) 13,375.74 40,664.32 42,592.35
Budget Income vs. Actual Expenses 449.76 (6,896.85) (316.10)

APRIL YTD - 2009 YTD — 2008
Budget Income (Through April 19) $9,829.94  $43,597.41 $51,050.40
Budget Expenses (Through April 30) 13,640.79 54,305.11 57,179.79
Budget Income vs. Actual Expenses ( 3,810.85) (10,707.70) (6,129.39)

Roger Ketterer
Treasurer
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While it is true that God’'s compassionate nature is @mpgrt of His revelation it must not be over-
looked that He is also shown to have a nature of “holiaedsighteousness.” His character is consistent wit
His revealed expectations for His creation. If we ddimetby His standards the desired ordered community
life and peaceful creation is disrupted. Beyond thatgitie not show reverence to His revealed character arnd
standards we are in essence denying His revelation ansirg¢od of being less than truthful with us. We can
be sure that God will stand by His faithful character motcbend with our dalliances; yet, if we confess our
wrong we can be assured that His grace will meet aofiession with forgiveness.

Other beliefs should enter our consideration that “coitie’sss a proper discipline within the life of the
church. Dr. Richard Mason, a psychologist friend of nfriam years ago, counseled people to remember that
we are all “FHB’S.” He meant by that that we aralfible Human Beings.” Constructive guilt is an appropri-
ate response to disobeying God and indulging in the misteeath others. It is a warning sign that reconcilia
tion is needed. Confession is the outlet for a healtdgtien to guilt. The Bible assures us that our neembie
fess does not mean that we are worse than othergtjmi@are comforted to know that all have sinned. But,
we do not have to continue in the sinful practice oreswffith a guilt response. We should work from reality;
discard unrealistic expectations and unfulfilled yearniags, examine the demands you make on yourself.

Frederich Buechner in his writings, almost humorougsinds us: “To confess your sins to God is npt
to tell Him anything He doesn't already know. Until you cosfé®em, however, they are the abyss between

you. When you confess them, they become the Golden Gate Bridge.”
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In the year 1868, in early morning, there came tain!) and then they took to the woods!
the sleepy town of New Albany, a mystery train Posses scoured the country side, but the rob-
from somewhere up the Jeffersonville, Madison, bers and money were gone. Later it was learned
and Indianapolis Railroad—came without a head-they had fled to Canada! The Reno Gang was the
light, without the sound of bell or whistle. Its sin- first train robbers in the U.S. (what a claim to
gle coach shrouded in darkness and in silence. fame!) | had always thought Jessie James held

It remained in New Albany less than half and this “claim to fame”—but the honor went to four
hour, but when it nosed northward again and lowly Hoosiers who could hardly write!
steamed away, there hung from the upper tiers of The $100,000.00 they stole from the train was
the city’'s jail—four bodies! to pay soldiers stationed at Cairo, lllinois.

Thus was ended for all time the famous “Reno  Finally, it was Allen Pinkerton & Co. famous
Gang,” which for years had enacted throughout detectives, who captured the gang. That is an-
southern Indiana, a drama that was wilder than thether story in itself. Allen Pinkerton wanted to
wildest. put the brothers in a jail near Indianapolis—but

They came, 56 messengers of revenge, maskethe powers that were, advised the brothers be
in red flannel—did their work, then departed. Theyaken to a safer jail to be tried in court.
left only a memory in the closing chapter of a grip- The 56 Jackson County vigilantes had other
ping real life story. plans. They knew the law would not end the

During the 1860'’s there was a reign of lawless- Reno brothers robbery spree.
ness in Jackson County, Indiana, that spread terrorAnd so, on a quiet, dark night in New Albany,
among the inhabitants. Over a four year period, when the residents were sound asleep and the
there occurred over 150 robberies. only sound was that of a barking dog—the vigi-

In a lonely frame house upon a hill near Rock- lantes quietly ended the last day of the dreaded
ford, IN, there lived the Reno family. They were Reno Gang.
simple Hoosier folk. The father, an aged man, was
known was a peaceable farmer. Besides the father
and mother, there were four boys and a girl. The
boys rarely associated with anyone outside their
family.

When the crime sprees began, people began to
suspect the four boys in the strange white house on
the hill. The folks who spoke their thoughts
wished they hadn’t. For soon the good folks were
assaulted on the road, in the farm yards and some
good citizens had their homes robbed then burned
to the ground. The people of Jackson County—
especially Seymour folks, stopped giving opinions
about the Reno boys.

The Reno brothers left behind a trail of bank and
train robberies that extended throughout Indiana,

Kentucky, Ohio, and Missouri and the central  EETCECRI W ET RWVTY(R1 SN ST N =] (op ISISRNVET

south section of Canada. hanged! State and Spring Sts. in New Alba
One night the gang boarded the fast express n&#

Vienna, Scott County, IN. They cut the telegraph
wires—they detached the engine and baggage car
loaded with approximately $100,000.00. They
forced the crew to take them to Seymour (by
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The community of the forgiven serves as priests for ettadr. (1 Peter 2:9 “A royal priesthood”)
Confession is made directly to God; but, there are titrisg0o be verbalized to another. James 5:16 speaks t
this issueTherefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one anothleat yoi may be healed.
Sometimes this is hard to do. There may be times wigoconfession may be limited to these words: “There
a sin | cannot bring myself to confess.” That maylbgcai can say. We are not interested in soap operas.

The Book of Common Praystates: (p 448) “Our Lord Jesus Christ, who has left ptovelis Church

to absolve all sinners who truly repent and believe in lairiis great mercy forgive you all your offenses; an
by His authority committed to me, | absolve you from all ygins; In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen”

Dietrech Bonhoeffer in Life Togethexpresses this sense of brotherly love that must be consisten
the fellowship of the church: “Our brother...has been given to bslppus. He hears the confession of our sir
in Christ’s stead and he forgives our sins in Chriséise. He keeps the secret of our confession as God kee

it. When | go to my brother to confess, | am going to God.
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Don’'t Look Back

Looking back can sometimes bring
trouble. A Sunday school teacher was
telling about Lot’s wife, who looked
back toward Sodom and Gomorrah and
turned into a pillar of salt.

Prompted by those words, a boy sa
“My mom was driving one day and
suddenly looked back, too. She turned
into a telephone pole.”

d1

God Isn’'t Deaf

Little Sonia was praying loudly to
God and asking for a new doll for he
birthday. Her mother interrupted her
and said, “There’s no need to shout.
God isn't deaf.”

Sonia responded, “No, but Grandp
is, and he’s in the family room watcht
ing TV.”

[
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After Judas took his own life, the remaining apostles de-
cided someone should take his place. Two men were sug-
gested as possibilities: Justus and Matthias. The discipl
placed two stones in a small box, one representing each
man. Someone, probably Peter, shook the box until one
stone popped out.

Which person became one of the Twelve?

A. Matthias
B. Justus

(92-GT:T SV 88S) V :
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT OF UNITED METHODIST MEN
UNITED METHODIST MEN —
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF MEN'’S MINISTRY

On Saturday, March 14, we only had three (3) take a tolwedifistoric Division Street
School and Carnegie Center. Unfortunately, we could not cemyth the New Al-
bany High School basketball team.

By the time you read this newsletter, we will havd hdovely breakfast at the Over-
look Restaurant in Leavenworth. We will also haveaduhe Floyd County Youth
shelter to see how we can help one of our mission psojkist year.

Mark you calendars for Saturday, May 9, at 12 noon, wehaile our annual Mother’s
Day Luncheon at church. We will haBeb Hill as our speaker. Catering will be by
Rib’s for Kids. Bob Hill is an excellent speaker, so inyiteir friends, that special
lady, and join us for food, fun, and fellowshiBeservations are due to Roger Ket-
terer or the Church office by Wednesday, May 6.A freewill offering will be taken

to help cover the expenses of the caterer.

Plan now to attend the Louisville Bats baseball game a@a{evening, June 19, at
7:05 p.m. for Southern Indiana Night. The Bats play GetinGounty Braves. Tick-
ets are $5 each. There will be giveaways, promotionkfieeworks after the game.
We have 100 tickets reserved for the New Albany Dissi@iget your reservations in
early. Reservations are due to Roger Ketterer or the Church oite by Monday
June 1, with payment due by June 5.Last year was a great time, so come out and
join us at the ball game.

Looking forward to July, we will have our annual Ice Creami& on Saturday, July
11, at 6:00 p.m. Music will be provided by the CentenaryMauh Street UMC
choirs.

Remember, this iI§OUR United Methodist Men's group. It is not the same without
YOU.

LET'S GET MORE ALIVE IN 2009
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Liturgist Ushers Greeters
May 3 Carl Platt Bob Hansford
Stephanie Bensing Nancy Platt Sue Hansford
May 10 Betty Hall Mary Ann Sollberger
Bobbie Baird Marie Vass Harold Kron
May 17 Mel Johnson LaVon Harbison
Ron Mattson Harold Kron Vickie Casey

May 24
Lana Aebersold

Marion Kemper
Mary Ellen Craddock

Sara Aebersold
Jamey Aebersold

May 31 Bob Hansford Bill Cochran

Mary Ann Sollberger |Sue Hansford Boots Bensing

June 7 Boots Bensing Mel Johnson

Betty Hall Bill Cochran Molly Johnson

June 14 Mary Ann Sollberger |Nancy Platt

Lois Ketterer Vickie Casey Carl Platt

June 21 Phil Asher Lois Ketterer

Dan Byerley Linda Asher Betty Hall

June 28 Lana Aebersold Marion Kemper

Phil Asher Lois Ketterer Mary Ellen Craddock
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The ladies of the church have been invited by Palmyra Um@a Party
to an “elegant tea” on Saturday, June 6, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. @g‘

Sharer who was brutally kidnapped and murdered by thr§);

other girls a couple of years ago. She will speak about diog¥y \;\,‘
cope/survive tragedies in your life. If you are intezdsh at- Y
tending, please let Lois Ketterer or the church office kbgw\ I\,
the first week of May J___ =
Lo




Jesus said an interesting thing recorded in  confess my transgressions to the Lor@id you for-
John 20:19-2Peace be with you. As the Father hasgave the guilt of my sin...You are a hiding place for
sent me, so | send you. If you forgive the sins of anye; You preserve me from trouble; You surround me
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, with glad cries of deliverancéPsalm 32:1-5)
they are retainedThe church has the gift of discern- A third stage in the discipline is to verbalize the
ment. It is the church’s mission to confirm forgive- event, attitude, or behavior that needs resolve. This
ness upon solemn confession and warn the insinceravoids generalizations and formalizes the matter that
The impenitent must be warned. needs attention for your spiritual formation.
Confession is the outlet that brings healing A fourth stage in the discipline must include a de-
and restoration. It is a discipline that begins with théermination to avoid sin. Sincere confession requires|
practice of reflection in which you reject self-deceit kind of promise for the future. Repentance is a turnir
and see yourself as God sees you. This is when oufrom a past event or mindset to a revised posture for
soul comes under the gaze of God. Consciousnessfuture. The prayer of Psalm 51:10 is always a positiV
speaks to the awareness of God, the divine momen@pproachCreate in me a clean heartt is the forward
in your life. It is also a matter of seeing sin fdra  thinking that makes a difference. Confession opens
it is. The following will contribute to the reflection that outlet for sin and guilt to be taken away. God
stage: wants to forgive and have that relationship restored.
*Listen to the Word Sanctification is a life-long process. It brings an end t
*Listen to the inner voice-the Spirit of God con- pretense. How hard it is to maintain a posture thad al
victs and chastises. well when we are carrying a heavy load of guilt.
*Listen to the community of faith. | close with these words from1 John 2:1M&;
The discipline continues with the development ofittle children, | am writing these things to you so that
godly sorrow.  Sin is an action against God and theyou may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an
reality of sin is to be dealt with by coming before  advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
Him. A person is not to ignore moral failures; God isand He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not fq
merciful. Hear the Psalmigttappy are those whose ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.”
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. And you thought | would forget, but here it e is no
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no inig- fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he
uity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. When | cannot lose (Jim Elliot)

kept silence, my body wasted away through my

groaning all day long. For day and night Your hand To you from the dust that gathers on my deskt

was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by Billy
the heat of summeiThen | acknowledged my sin to

You, and | did not hide my iniquity; | said, “I will
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Centenary United Methodist Church
309 East Spring Street
New Albany, IN 47150
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The deadline for submitting newsletter articles
is the 15th of the month before publishing.



