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September/October  2009 

309 E. Spring Street 
New Albany, IN 47150  

 

Office Hours:  
Mon., Wed., & Fri.,  

9:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m.  
Office Phone: 944-7696 

Fax: 945-1234  
 

E-mail Address:  
centenaryna 

@sbcglobal.net  
 

Website: www.centenary-na.org 
 
Sunday  
Sunday School        9:00 a.m.  
Worship                 10:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday 
Bible Study              7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  
 Bible Study        10:30 a.m. 
Choir Practice          7:30 p.m. 
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Oh what people of God we ought to 
be, and grace can make us so.”   
  Francis Asbury 

Pastor’s Desk Dust cont. on p.9 

   Mary Ellen continues to tell this story and a 
laugh about my technological deficits. It 
was a dark evening, and we were leaving 
the Forest Discovery Center in Starlight, 
Indiana. We had just completed a wedding 
rehearsal and needed to quickly travel to an address of which we had no 
location knowledge. 
   She assured me that this was no problem-we had “Onstar.” We had 
leased a Chevrolet a few weeks earlier, and it came with a twelve month 
free subscription to this feature. She activated the system with a push of 
the button and responded to the unseen voice filling our car with the ad-
dress we had in hand. After she gave the address I advised her to quickly 
tell “the voice” of our present location. In my mind we were moving and 
“the voice” needed to know where we were to map out how we were to 
get to our desired destination. Actually, I voiced my opinion that we 
should stop until the mapping out was complete. If we made another turn 
it would result in the wrong directions. 
   She started laughing at me and after a year she still laughs as she re-
peats this story to new hearers. That night she said in an “I know more 
than you do” tone: “Billy, ‘the voice’ knows where we are right now.” I 
admit that my first response to her was: “They can’t know unless you tell 
them.” By then “another voice” started the directions. My argument 
ended; “another voice” told me exactly where we were and when to make 
our next turn. It was unnerving to learn that someone so far away knew 
my exact location. Yes, Mary Ellen still enjoys “her” moment. I still re-
fuse to talk to “the voice.” 
   A few weeks later Mary Ellen and I attended a fund-raising auction for 
Special Olympics. You know what I did? I made a bid and ultimately be-
came the owner of a device called “GPS for Dummies.” This device 
stayed in my closet for a few months until my oldest son warned me that 
if I didn’t start using it, he was going to take it. It is a real GPS device. 
Now, I have learned to use it and am frequently helped in finding loca-
tions. Sometimes I just use it to learn the streets that are along my routes. 
It is amazing. 
   By the way, I did have a pay back for Mary Ellen. My GPS has a fea-
ture that will alert you if you are exceeding the speed limit. This “voice” 
startled Mary Ellen, and she expressed her desire that it be turned off. It 
did become a monotonous saying as often as it was repeated while she 
was driving. 
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Centenary Food Pantry  
   Our Food Pantry is open on Tuesday 
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
   The food pantry served 720 people in 
June and 207 families in July.  
   Remember to save your shampoo bottles 
and soaps from hotels to give out to the 
people coming into the Food Pantry. 

      
  
 
 
 
 

Christ’s Kitchen  
   Christ’s Kitchen provides a free meal 
every Sunday at 4:30 p.m. and every 
Thursday at 6:00 p.m.   
 
   Eleven local churches help provide the 
meals for people who are seeking 
fellowship and a meal. The member 
churches include Atkins Chapel UMC, 
Abundant Life Christian, Jacobs Chapel 
UMC, Northside Christian, Culbertson 
Baptist,  Centenary UMC, Stony Point 
Christian, Christ UMC, Parkway Southern 
Baptist Church, Canton Christian, and 
Faithpoint UMC. 
 
 In June Christ’s Kitchen served 648 people 
and 830 meals in July .�
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Below are the financial results for July and August, 2009.  In both July and August, we did not cover expenses, getting an-
other $10,000 further in debt.  For August with all expenses entered, and income shown through August 23, expenses are 
outpacing income by $5,735.58 with one more Sunday to try to reduce the deficit.  Expenses for 2009 continue to be lower 
than 2008 by $4,837.52, which shows we are trying to hold down expenses.  However, 2009 income continues to lag 2008 
by $16,755.96, an indication of the slow summer months and the economy.  At our current pace, we will be over $33,000 
short by the end of the year.  Without a strong improvement in 2009 income, we will again have to dip into our savings to 
help pay the bills.  We CANNOT keep doing this year after year and maintain a viable, vibrant ministry to gain people for 
Jesus Christ.  It is time, if not already too late, to make significant changes in our direction and way of doing Church.  
We must change to survive.  Remember to continue to honor God with your weekly tithes and offerings in 2009. 
 

 
 
 
Roger Ketterer 
Treasurer 

      JULY   YTD - 2009     YTD - 2008   
Budget Income (Through July 31) $12,010.90   $79,647.46   $86,639.44   
Budget Expenses (Through July 31)  16,874.69    96,010.40     96,622.03   
Budget Income vs. Actual Expenses      (4,863.79) (16,362.94)       (9,982.59)   

  
 
  AUGUST  YTD - 2009 YTD – 2008 

Budget Income (Through August 23)   $ 7,579.02 $87,226.48 103,982.44 
Budget Expenses (Through August 31)    13,314.60   109,325.00    114,162.52 
Budget Income vs. Actual Expenses    ( 5,735.58)  (22,098.52)   (10,180.08) 

Church needs: Lawn 
Mower and gas trimmer, 
work days. 

Christ’s Kitchen would like to say a 
big “Thank You” to Stony Point Chris-
tian Church for donating the two com-
mercial drink dispensers! THANKS! 
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Choir starts again on 
Sep. 9 at 7:30 p.m. New 

members are always wel-
come! Come and give it a 
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where they boarded a steamer for the trip down the 
Savannah River. On May 16, they sailed from Hil-
ton Head Island toward the North. 
   On May 22, Jeff Davis kissed his family good-
bye and entered Fort Monroe, VA., to begin what 
turned out to be 720 days of imprisonment. He was 
placed in dungeonlike Casemate #2, which had 
been specially prepared to be his cell until the gov-
ernment decided what to do with him. The next 
day, on orders from Washington, his guards came 
and, in spite of Davis’ protests and resistance, 
shackled him in leg irons. The news of this humili-
ating treatment evoked an outpouring of sympathy 
from the South and the North, and the chains were 
removed five days later. 
   His incarceration in the cold, damp barren cell 
was hard. He was under constant watch, and the 
guards had orders not to speak if spoken to. A light 
was kept burning in his cell 24 hours a day, and he 
could not leave the casement for any reason. His 
health deteriorated rapidly; some thought it the 
government’s intention for him to die in prison. In 
late July, Davis’ jailer, Gen. Nelson Miles, re-
ceived permission for the prisoner to be allowed 
walks in the open air. Prison conditions and Davis’ 
health gradually improved until, on October 2, 
1865, he left the casemate and was given more 
healthful quarters in a second-floor room. 
   Eighteen months after Jefferson Davis’ death 
and temporary burial in New Orleans, Davis’ 
widow, Varina, decided where she wanted the ex-
president’s final resting place to be She requested 
he be laid to rest in Richmond’s Hollywood Ceme-
tery, already the home of the remains of thousands 
of Davis’ soldiers, 19 of his generals, and two 
other presidents. The former capital of the Confed-
erate States of America welcomed Varina Davis’ 
proposal, even when she insisted on a large family 
plot. So in February 1893, it was announced that 
the re-interment would take place on Decoration 
Day, May 31, 1893. 

   “Civil War! Civil War! We are going to war!” 
shouted American newspapers in the spring of 
1861. 
   Many were excited. Some thought the war 
would end before they could enlist! It lasted 
from 1861 to 1865. More than 50 battles were 
fought. Approximately 618,00 soldiers were 
killed, and over 100,000 civilians. The war was 
fought with old-fashioned infantry charges and 
cavalry attacks! 
   With the states divided in their loyalties, two 
presidents were needed. Lincoln was the elected 
president of the United States, but now the 
southern states selected a president—Jefferson 
Davis. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
   Lincoln and Davis had much in common. 
Both were born in Kentucky-eight months apart
-both read much, thought deeply and were 
skilled public speakers, and were devoted to 
their country. 
   Very little is said today about Jefferson Davis, 
but he was a good, kind person and served as 
the southern President. When the war ended, 
Jefferson Davis was treated badly. Here follows 
reports of his capture and death: 
 
   Having kept faith in the success of the South-
ern Confederacy for as long as he possibly 
could, President Jefferson Davis was finally 
captured by federal cavalry on May 10, 1865, at 
a campsite in the woods near Irwinville, GA. At 
last realizing the futility of continuing the strug-
gle, the proud man said simply, “God’s will be 
done,” and sat down beside the campfire. Davis 
and his wife and children were taken to Macon. 
Along the way they were taunted by the horse-
man singing the verse from “John Brown’s 
Body” that says, “We’ll hang Jeff Davis from a 
sour apple tree.” From Macon, the prisoners 
traveled by train through Atlanta to Augusta, 

Jefferson Davis’  
Funeral Procession 
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     Salt is necessary for the human body and has also been used as a preservative 
     for meat and other foods. In the Bible, salt represents permanence, loyalty,  
     fidelity, use-fulness, value and purification. 
     In Matthew 5:13, Jesus tells his followers they are 
the salt of the earth. But, he adds, “If salt has lost its taste .... it is no 
longer good for anything.” What was Jesus’ message? Choose the cor-
rect answer below. 
 
A. Jesus’ friends should remember him when they put salt on their food. 
B. Jesus’ friends are important, but if they fail to serve him and tell  
 others about him, they will have neglected the roles he has for them. 
C. Bad salt is good for nothing. 
D. Christians should have a positive influence on the world. 
 

 
 
 

Answer:B 

���
		����
����Thank God for Grandparents 
   A small boy walking with his 
grandfather was gently being tested 
by the elderly man. “How far are we 
from home?” asked the grandfather. 
   “I don’t know,” the child an-
swered. 
   “Well, where are you?” 
   “I don’t know.” 
   “Looks to me like you are lost. 
Doesn’t that worry you?” 
   “No, Grandpa,” the boy re-
sponded, “I can’t be lost. I’m with 
you.” 
   Grandpa chuckled and smiled. 
Then he gently patted the boy on the 
head. 
   Like the boy who felt safe with his 
grandfather, we are not spiritually 
lost when we are with God, for God 
knows the way. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT OF UNITED METHODIST MEN 
UNITED METHODIST MEN –  

CELEBRATING 1OO YEARS OF MEN’S MINISTRY 
 

Our annual Ice Cream Social was a big success this year with about 50 people in atten-
dance.  Thanks to everyone that donated items or attended and donated, we raised $314 
for our mission’s programs.  Thanks to the Centenary and Main St choirs  and The 
Messengers quartet with David Nickelsberg. 
 
Our Church picnic a combined event with Main St., was a rousing success again this 
year.  Thanks to Dan Byerley for his expert bingo calling and to Pastor Gary from 
Main St. for having the children’s games.  Thanks to Bob Wells for getting the prizes.  
And thanks to Pastor Billy for getting the equipment set-up in Fellowship Hall.  And 
the biggest thanks of all  to those who pitched-in to help get ready and to clean-up.  We 
could not have done it without you.  We had about 55 in attendance and cleared $115 
for our missions programs.. 
 
Saturday, September 12, at 9:00 a.m., we will have a breakfast meeting to plan for the 
Harvest Homecoming parade food booth. 
 
Speaking of Harvest Homecoming, the UMM food booth will be on Saturday, October 
3.  This is our largest fund raiser of the year.  Start watching the ads now for canned 
Coke products, hot dogs, and both hot dog and hamburger buns.  We will be asking for 
those items in September. 
 
And mark your calendars now for the most popular event of the year, our annual 
breakfast concert with Jamey Aebersold and his friends, Steve Crews, Jonathon Hig-
gins, & Butch Neeld.  This will be held on Saturday, November 7, at 9:30 a.m.  Re-
member, invite all your friends to this wonder time of fun, jazz, food, and fellowship. 
 

 
Remember, this is YOUR United Methodist Men's group.  It is not the same without 
YOU. 

 
LET’S GET MORE ALIVE IN 2009  
 

��������������  
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Liturgist Greeters Ushers 

September 6 
Mary Ann Sollberger 

Sara Aebersold 
Jamey Aebersold 

Boots Bensing 
Bill Cochran 

September 13 
Betty Hall 

Bill Cochran  
Boots Bensing 

Mary Ann Sollberger 
Vickie Casey 

September 20 
Dan Byerley 

Mel Johnson 
Molly Johnson 

Phil Asher 
Linda Asher 

September 27 
Lois Ketterer 

Nancy Platt 
Carl Platt 

Lana Aebersold 
Lois Ketterer 

October 4 
Phil Asher 

Lois Ketterer 
Betty Hall 

Jamey Aebersold 
Harold Kron 

October 11 
Roger Ketterer 

Marion Kemper 
Mary Ellen Craddock 

Stephanie Bensing 
Wandajean Bary 

October 18 
Libby Mattson 

Mary Ann Sollberger 
Annis Wiseman 

Carl Platt 
Nancy Platt 

October 25 
Carl Platt 

Blanche Allen 
Betty Hall 

Betty Hall 
Marie Vass 
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   Jefferson Davis’ remains, removed from their vault in the New Orleans cemetery on May 27 and 
placed on a flag-draped caisson, were escorted by honor guards, composed of his old soldiers, to Memo-
rial Hall, where he lay in state until the next after noon. As thousands of people silently watched from 
the sidewalks and balconies, the caisson slowly made its way to the train station, where a special funeral 
train waited for the trip to Richmond. Arriving at Mobile, AL., a little after midnight on May 29, the 
train was greeted by a 21-gun salute. Local veterans were allowed a few minutes to walk through the 
funeral car before the train sped on to Montgomery, where a holiday had been proclaimed in honor of 
the dead president’s visit. 
   Davis lay in state in the capitol building for a few hours while thousands silently filed past, and then 
the funeral train sped on to Atlanta and Raleigh. The procedure was repeated at each stop until finally, at 
3:05 a.m. on May 31, Davis’ remains arrived in Richmond, where thousands of people stood in the dark 
awaiting his return. Escorted by gray-haired veterans, the procession moved through the dark streets to 
the statehouse. An estimated 25,000 mourners filed past the coffin before it was removed at 3:30 in the 
afternoon for the final journey to the cemetery. The long, slow procession took two hours to pass any 
one point along the route, but at last Davis reached his permanent resting place. 
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   GPS stands for “Global Positioning System.” It 
is the Global Navigation Satellite System de-
signed, monitored, and maintained by the U.S. 
Military. A GPS receiver can determine location, 
time, and velocity from four aligned satellites. To 
enjoy a non-degraded performance the line of sight 
to four satellites must be unobstructed. The stan-
dard positioning system is accurate to about 50 
feet. Again, this is amazing. 
   Knowing where we are, the speed by which we 
are moving, and the time are important features of 
knowing where we are on this globe. Is it possible 
that we may be pre-occupied with where we are in 
this world? What four satellites identify for you 
the significance of your life and where you are in 
relation to other people? Is it money, popularity, 
pleasure, and/or power? 
   As I have thought about this it has 
come to me that the only way to be 
sure that a person is in the right loca-
tion here and now is to be properly 
aligned with the EPS; or, the CPS; 
or, perhaps it is the GPS. Oh, you 
want to know what these systems 
are? I am a preacher of the Gospel, 
and I am confident you know where I am leading 
with this. 
   Consider the EPS  as the Eternity Positioning 
System. Unless your location includes assurance 
for “eternity,” you cannot be secure on this fragile 
globe. 
   Consider the CPS as the Celestial Positioning 
System. Unless your ultimate destination is to live 
in a world that includes “heaven” and all its celes-
tial inhabitants along with the desired presence of 
God, you are homeless on this globe. 
   For a moment consider the GPS as God’s Posi-
tioning System. Have you surrendered your life to 
be the person God had called you to be; and, to be 
in His service where He wants you to serve; and, 
committed to the life of righteousness and Godli-
ness He expects of you? If not, God is seeking to 
position you as His child on this globe. Then and 
only then will you know “the peace” that goes be-
yond the human reason of this global existence.  
   Look now to the four satellites from God’s King-
dom when fully aligned in your sight allow you to 

live a non-degraded life of faith. 
   The Book of Discipline 2008 states: “Wesley 
believed that the living core of the Christian faith 
was revealed in Scripture, illumined by tradition, 
vivified in personal experience, and confirmed 
by reason.” Using the format of this Desk Dust 
article, it cold be said that Scripture is the pri-
mary satellite. It tells of God’s expectations, His 
love, the story of revelation, the life of Christ, 
and message of salvation. 
   “Christian Tradition,” including history and 
writings aid in the study of the Bible. It provides 
a Christian witness to the authenticity of the bib-
lical message. 
   Christian experience takes place when the Bib-
lical message is understood and appropriated to 

the life of an individual. 
   Reason is the applied study of 
scripture and effort to understand 
its significance and application to 
the principles of life. These four 
satellites working together build a 
faith for life and eternity; a life 
pleasing to God. 
    

   In the sixth chapter of John, Jesus tells the dis-
ciples: “It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is 
useless.” (6:63) Some of those with Jesus could 
not accept this word. They desired a “Global Po-
sitioning System” and withdrew. Jesus then 
asked the twelve; “Do you also wish to go 
away?” (6:67) Then Simon Peter responded; 
“Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words 
of eternal life. We have come to believe and 
know that you are the Holy One of God.” (6:68-
69) Speaking for the Twelve, Peter in essence 
said, “We want an Eternity Positioning System.” 
   Isn’t this what Jim Elliot meant when he said, 
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to 
gain what he cannot lose.”       
 
To you from the dust that gathers on my desk,                           
      
      Billy 
 
 



Centenary United Methodist Church 
309 East Spring Street 
New Albany, IN 47150 

The deadline for submitting newsletter articles  
is the 15th of the month before publishing. 
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